LETTERS         FROM         LAUSANNE

myself for that trade, better than I should be able
to do if I did not desert my present one."

" Thank you/' I said. " I am perfectly satisfied
with you and your answers. Let us now go and
see what my daughter is doing. I must bid the
apprentice hero to remember that prudence,
loyalty, and discretion about ladies formed part of
the profession of his most celebrated precursors,
those of whom the troubadours of his country
sung the love and the deeds. I must beg him not
to say a word of my daughter which is not worthy
of the most discreet and gallant cavalier."

" I promise it you, not in jest but in earnest," he
replied. " It would not be possible for me to keep
silence too scrupulously after the imprudence
with which I have already spoken."

We were by then in the saloon. My daughter
was playing whist with some boys, princes, it is
true, but none the less the most ill-licked cubs in
the world.

"LookI" said my Frenchman, "the English
lord, and the handsome Bernese have been placed
at the other end of the room."

" No comments! " I replied.

" May I be permitted to show you my brother
who, seated in the same place as when we left him,
is still bombarding and cannonading the same
town; Gibraltar perhaps? This table is the
fortress, or perhaps it is MaeStricht which he has
to defend."

His chatter would never have ceased if I had not
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